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Abstract:
Representations have always been part of the history of humankind. It is an omnipresent
entrepreneurship. They created enemies and saviors to “justify” the domination of one civilization
by another or, more recently, neo-imperialist sanctions. They promote false generalized ideals that
permeate societies and communities shaping our imagination about those, for example, who can
speak and those who cannot, those who can be scientists and those who cannot, and even those
who represent and those who are represented. Women and disabled people have very often faced
the overwhelming negative consequences of negative representations that imply lack of capabilities
and the imposition of restrictive spaces of mobility and expression. According to Anita Ghai (2017)
women with disabilities are the most oppressed individuals in Indian society (if not in all societies).
Arts and media are the main sources of propagation of representations as well as their criticism. In
this paper I will explore the representations of female acid attack survivors in India, focusing in how
non-disfigured/disabled artists represent these women, their ethics, and how survivors represent
themselves. I am, therefore, analyzing the issue of female disfigurement, through the lenses of
ethics, aesthetics, gender and disability studies.
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